
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sibley Marching Band to Represent Minnesota at Washington D.C. Fourth of July Parade 

“Little Band That Could” Raising Funds to Perform in Nation’s Capital 

Mendota Heights, MN (October 2017) – The Henry Sibley High School Marching Band has been invited 

to perform in America’s National Independence Day Parade in Washington, D.C., on July 4, 2018, as 

the official representative of the state of Minnesota. 

The invitation was extended by National Independence Day Committee, the United States Department 

of the Interior, and the National Park Service. Nominations were submitted by Governor Mark Dayton 

and Senator Amy Klobuchar.  

“This is a tremendous honor for our little band, which has worked so hard and had such an exceptional 

season,” said Sibley band director Amy Powers. “It’s even more of an accomplishment considering that 

our band has only 58 members and competes against others with 100 or more, which is extremely 

challenging and requires so much extra effort.”  

The Sibley Marching Band will join a variety of other performers, including fife and drum corps, 

military units, drill teams, national dignitaries, celebrity participants, and other invited bands. The 

parade takes place on Constitution Avenue before hundreds of thousands of spectators. 

While in the nation’s capital, band members will attend “A Capitol Fourth” celebration on the Capitol 

Lawn, featuring the National Symphony concert and guest artists, followed by grand finale fireworks.  

The passion and determination that the Sibley Marching Band displays in performance has earned 

them the title of “The Little Band That Could” among their many fans.    

"These kids have an incredible work ethic," says Amy. "They endure 6- to 9-hour practice days on a 

regular basis, in all kinds of weather. Anyone who doubts the work ethic and dedication of teenagers 

should watch our band rehearse. They also take care of each other. Any student who walks through 

our doors will have friends, will achieve, and will develop self-confidence."   

"Seeing the Little Band That Could come down the street and perform like a much larger band has 

been amazing,” says Amy. “Representing the state of Minnesota in the National Independence Day 

Parade in Washington, D.C., will be the experience of a lifetime for all of us.” 

To make this trip possible, the band must raise $91,490 to cover travel, accommodations, and 

related expenses.  There are a variety of ways to contribute, from individual donations to 

corporate sponsorships. Information is available at www.henrysibleyband.org.  
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