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n 2012, Amy Powers was planning her first season as director of the Henry Sibley Marching Band. 

Like any competitive team, the band had experienced its ups and downs during its long history.  

 

While becoming familiar with the school's program, Amy considered her options.  The practical path 

was to build the band up slowly and compete in "easy" parades where they could at least earn a 

participation plaque.  

 

"I thought to myself, 'A participation plaque?  Easy parades?  NO 

WAY!'  If we were going to be a marching band, we were going to 

learn how to be a marching band of excellence."  

 

From that moment forward, Amy and her staff rehearsed the band as 

champions.  There were challenges to overcome: The band was the 

smallest in the circuit, often competing with bands that had twice the 

number of members. Many of the students were new to marching 

band. And several had to learn new instruments to make the band 

work. But the goal was clear: Give the students the best possible 

experience and treat them as champions. 

 

In their first season, the band experienced the growing pains that any 

organization under new leadership experiences. But the students 

worked hard, got to know each other, and coalesced as a team. 

 

Their efforts paid off. The little Sibley Marching Band of mostly 8th and 9th graders defeated bands 

twice their size and experience level. By the end of the season, they accomplished the impossible by 

winning their class at State.  

I



Since that first season, the Sibley Marching Band has continued to evolve and build on their successes.  They learned 

the value of giving of themselves for the team.  They learned how to approach something with the expectation of 

excellence and they learned the value of being a part of something bigger than themselves. 

 

The passion and confidence that the Sibley Marching Band displays in 

performance has earned them the title of “The Little Band That Could” 

among their many fans.    

 

Throughout the last five years, The Little Band That Could has had many 

successes.  They won class AA at State in both 2013 and 2014. In 2015, 

they were moved up to class AAA, where they earned the bronze medal. 

In 2016 and 2017, they were the Class AAA 2nd place winner while moving 

into the elite position of top 4 in 2016 and top 3 in 2017, their highest 

finish in over 25 years. 

 

And now the Sibley Marching Band has been invited to perform in the 

National Independence Day Parade in Washington, D.C., on July 4, 

2018, as the official representative of the state of Minnesota. 

 

Along with their competitive success, band members have achieved the 

more important purpose of marching band. They have learned that they 

are capable of digging deep and pushing themselves past what they 

believe is their best. They have learned that "we" is bigger than "me" and 

that the path to success requires hard work and commitment.  

 

"These kids have an incredible work ethic," says Amy. "They endure 6- to 9-hour practice days on a regular basis, in 

all kinds of weather. They are 100 percent focused and constantly pushing themselves. Anyone who doubts the work 

ethic and dedication of teenagers should watch our band rehearse. They also take care of each other. When I see the 

diversity and unity in our organization, I am in awe of the culture these incredible students have created. Any 

student who walks through our doors will have friends, will achieve, and will develop self-confidence."   

 

"Our staff has worked with many other bands, but none has captured our hearts like the Sibley Marching Band. They 

have surpassed every expectation we set for them. Seeing the Little Band That Could come down the street and 

perform like a much larger band has been amazing. Participating in the National Independence Day Parade in 

Washington will be the experience of a lifetime for all of us.” 

 


